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government. I believe he would rather ba governed sternly than governed weakly,
because he knows from age-long experience that a week government is almost worse
than no government at all.
"inter-racial friction."
It ought to be a relief to turn from politics to those social  and economic questions
which enter much more intimately into our daily life, but it is juat here, as it seems
to me, that the perplexities, and even the dangers of the present situation are most
acute.   For more  than 30 years I have watched  the currents of anti-British feeling
growing and  expanding until to-day they are merged in what might almost be
described as a great river of racial unrest    That river has been fed by many streams
of which perhaps the most poisonous is the daily and weekly propaganda that pours
from the Indian press.   And yet,  gentlemen, I can recall the time when it was so
small a rivulet that it might easily have been dammed up or diverted by the efforts
of a dozen sympathetic Englishmen or Scotsmen in  Calcutta.   When I came to
India 35 years ago I found the educated Indians as a class not only desirous but eager
to cultivate their  British fellow-citizens.    They admired us, they respected us, they
paid us the compliment of desiring to be like us.   If the overtures which were then
made for a measure of social equality had been received  in   a generous spirit, I
venture to say we should have had very much less inter-racial friction than there his
been during the past 25 years.    Unfortunately, at the critical time, the spirit of racial
ascendancy was  much more  prevalent among Europeans than it   is to-day.   There
was no answering gesture ; and for 30 years  I have watched the bitterness engen-
dered by that and by other rebuffs, intensifying and fostering until it has infected
the entire field of inter-racial contacts.
"birds of passage"
Gentlemen, if these deplorable conditions are to be retrieved we must face the
facts ; we must see ourselves as others see us, and we must consider where we have
been to blame ; for depend upon it, where these acute differences exist it is
worse than folly to impute the blame to one side only. And therefore, with your
permission, and even at the risk of overtaxing your patience, I will go on to indicate
one further source of discontent
.We have been called "birds of passage".    Let us examine the accusation and-see
where it takes us.    Putting aside Government officials—who of course have.always
been altruists to a man—what, gentlemen,  is the aim and .object of the average
Britisher who comes to India to engage in trade, in commerce or in one of the
professions ?   Correct    me if I am wrong, bui is not it generally this— to make as
much money as he can in the shortest time possible, and then to make tracks for
home at such a pace that you cannot see him for the dust ?   I am speaking of the
average British citizen who comes out to this country.    There are exceptions—and I
take off my hat to them—there are Englishmen and  Scotsmen and Welshmen and
Irishmen in Calcutta and in other parts of India who has always taken a living interest
in the Country, in the people, in their   places   of residence and  in  their   civic
responsibilities.   There are men in this company who have   given unselfishly   their
time and money—their time which is money—to service on our municipal bodies, on
our legislative bodies, and on our charitable institutions.   There are other British
citizens who  have given liberally to the cause of charity,  of education, and, of;
agricultural development.   As President' of the  Caledonia Society I am proud to tell
you that the   most princely benefaction that has etrer been made this year by^a
member of our Society, who has given to the cause  of charity and education it*
Bengal a sum of fifteen lakhs of rupees.    He has forbidden me to divulge his name,
but IJfeel justified^ in disclosing the fact of his generosity as an incentive to
hpndreds of Budding millionnaires, I see around me, who are going to make
fortunes m Inclia in tie course of the next twenty years.
But these cases are exceptional. So far as most of us are concerned, I am afraid
we a*e q&ke content to make our pile as big as possible, and then to cart if all away
with ms whea we leave the country. That may be good business, but I ask you,
I ask myself—is it goo4 citizenship ? So long as it can be said of us that we<

